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b First or second conditional? Complete with the correct (£
form of the verb.

U'llstay with my sister if | have to go to Boston for my
job interview. (stay)
I'd buy my own apartment if I had enough money.
(have)
1 My kids|
late. (getup)
Wherewil __Jyou[lve _Jifyou go to college? (live)
If you make dinner, I[will do__|the dishes. (do)
Ifyou[loseJyour job, what will you do? (lose)
We wouldn't have a dogif we ayard. (not
have)
How will you get to work if you[sel__|your car?
(sell)
7 Ifwesitin the shade, we| sunburned. (not get)

8 Ifyou could change one thing in your life, what[would |
ibe 7 (be)

9 He won'tbe able to pay next month's rent if he|
ajob soon. (not find)

10 If she had a job, she
(not stay up)

earlier if they didn’t go to bed so
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second conditional « We can also use could instead of would in the
- o other clause.
second conditional sentences: if + simple past, would / wouldn't + base form 2 After if we can use was or were with I, he,
and she.
3 We often use second conditionals beginning If
Iwereyou, I'd.... to give advice. Here we don’t
usually use If [wasyou. .

1 IfThadajob, I'd get my own apartment. @17)
If David spoke good English, he could get a job in that new hotel.
I'would get along better with my parents if | didn’t live with them.
I'wouldn’t do that job unless they paid me a really good salary.

2 Ifyour sister were here, she’d know what to do. 0O Firstor second conditionl?
TE v we roukl takes swins. If 1 have time, Il help you. (= this is a real
3 Iflwereyou, I'd buy a new computer. situation; it's possible that I'l have time - first
I conditional)
If1had time, Id help you. = this is a
hypothetical / imaginary situation; | don't
actually have time - second conditional)

would / wouldn’t + base form
We also often use would / wouldn't + base
form (without an if clause) when we talk
about imaginary situations.
My ideal vacation would be a week in the
Bahamas.
* We use the second conditional to talk about a hypothetical | imaginary Id never buy a car as big as yours.

present or future situation and its consequence.

IfThad ajob.... (= don’t have a job — I'm imagining it.)

1 We use the simple pastafter if, and would | wouldn't + base form in the

other clause.
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a  Write second conditional sentences.

10

I (not live) with my parents if I (not have to)
Twouldn’t live with my parents if I didn’t have to.

Nick (not have to commute) every day if he (work)
from home

If they (not have) such a noisy dog, they (get along)
better with their neighbors

I (not buy) that bike if I (be) you —it’s too expensive
We (sell) our house if somebody (offer) us enough
money

If my mother-in-law (live) with us, we (get) divorced
you (share) an apartment with me if I (pay) half

the rent?

If my sister (clean) her room more often, it (not be)
such a mess

You (not treat) me like this if you really (love) me

If we (paint) the kitchen white, it (look) bigger

you (think) about camping if you (not can afford) to stay
inahotel?

b First or second conditional? Complete with the correct
form of the verb.

Pll stay with my sister if [ have to go to Boston for my
job interview. (stay)

I'd buy my own apartment if 1 had enough money.
(have)

Mykids_ |earlierif they didn't go to bed so
late. (getup)

Where Jyou_Jifyougotocollege? (live)
If you make dinner, the dishes. (do)
Ifyou[Jyourjob, whatwillyoudo? (lose)

We wouldn't have a dog if we ayard. (not
have)

How will you get to work if you[_Jyour car?
(sell)

If wesitin the shade, we[ | sunburned. (not get)
If you could change one thing in your life, what[ |
i P (bo)

He won't be able to pay next month’s rentifhe |
ajob soon. (not find)

10 If she had ajob,she[ Jsolate every night.

(not stay up)
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5 If my mother-in-law lived with us, we’d get divorced.

6 Would you share a flat with me if | paid half the rent?

7 If my sister tidied her room more often, it wouldn’t be
such a mess.

8 You wouldn'’t treat me like this if you really loved me.
9 If we painted the kitchen white, it would look bigger.
10 Would you think about camping if you couldn’t afford

to stay in a hotel?
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Exercise a answers

1 Nick wouldn’t have to commute every day if he
worked from home.

2 If they didn’t have such a noisy dog, they’d get on
better with their neighbors.

3 | wouldn’t buy that bike if | were you — it’s too
expensive.
4 We'd sell our house if somebody offered us enough

money.




