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In active voice sentences the subject does the action.  
 
Example: Liz played the piano. = subject + verb  
 
In passive voice sentences the subject receives the action.  
 
Example: The piano was played by Liz. = subject + verb be + past participle 
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2. What are the tenses used in each active form? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Complete these fragments using the passive voice. After each fragment there is a 

paraphrase using active voice to tell you which verb to use and which tense. 

 

a. According to experts, members of the public __________________________ that they 

must be more vigilant about discarding personal records. (People are telling members of 

the public…) 

 

b. The term phishing ___________________________ to describe the practice of creating 

look-alike websites to get the clients’ credit cards details. (People use the term phishing to 

describe…) 

 

 

c. The employees __________________________ this week that they are at risk of identity 

theft. (Somebody told the employees this week that …)  

 

d. It’s unclear whether the laptops ____________________________ because of the 

information they contain or to cause chaos. (It’s unclear whether criminals are targeting 

the laptops)  

 

e. It appears the data ______________________________. (It appears someone encrypted 

the data) 

 

f. In the US, the practice ___________________________ as a real risk to consumers and 

businesses for many years. (People have recognised the practice as…) 
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4. Complete the short newspaper stories with a suitable verb from the choices below. 

 


